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Doctor Anban Pillay

Dr Anban Pillay is Deputy Director General for
Health Regulation and Compliance at South Africa’s
National Department of Health, where he has held
senior roles for over 20 years. His work has shaped
pharmaceutical policy, including medicine pricing,
formularies, procurement and service delivery, as
well as South Africa’s Universal Health Coverage
(National Health Insurance) policy and legislation.

He has served on several global health bodies,
including the WHO, Medicines Patent Pool, Global
Fund, UNICEF and Health Action International. During
COVID-19, he played a central role in South Africa’s
response and co-chaired the WHO’s ACT Accelerator,
supporting the development, production and equitable
access to COVID-19 tests, treatments and vaccines.

Dr Pillay holds a Bachelor of Pharmacy, a Master’s in
Clinical Pharmacology and a PhD, and has published
extensively in peer-reviewed journals and book chapters.



